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October 22 - (12:30 - 1:30 pm) Club Meeting - Wesley Bell, Impact Living

Services*
October 22 - (1:45 pm) Fun Committee Meeting
October 25 - (7:30 am - noon) West End Center Spooky Sprint
October 29 - (12:30 - 1:30 pm) Club Meeting - Natalie Handy, CareForeward
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October 29 - (12:30 - 1:30 pm) Club Meeting - Natalie Handy, CareForeward
October 29 - (1:45 pm) Environment Committee Meeting

You can always stay up-to-date by checking out the calendar on our website
here.

October 15th - Club Meeting, Wesley Bell, Impact
Living Services*

 
Join us Wednesday for our weekly meeting at 12:30 PM in Charter Hall on
the third floor of the City Market Building to listen to Wesley Bell, Director
of Independent Living at Impact Living Services. Wes will talk about how
ILS works to create better outcomes for those transitioning out of foster care.
He will also discuss their efforts at treatment-based foster care placements,
their resources for families interested in fostering, and their mentorship
programs.

Wes holds a BS in Sociology from James Madison University and a MA i n
Human Services Counseling from Liberty University. Wes has nearly 20 years
of experience with the foster care population at Roanoke City DSS and
Impact Living Services.

*Beginning at noon on Wednesday,  Kevin Matheson will play Bach’s
Concerto No. 1 in A Minor and Mozart’s Concerto No. 3 in G Major for our
gathering time. Feel free to enjoy your conversations! ~ Judy

https://www.roanokekiwanisclub.org/calendar


Highlights From Our Last Meeting
Most photos are taken by our resident photographer extraordinaire, Don Witt.

Val Brown Helps Chris Rouse With
the Tableful of Guests He Brought

Milton Hardy Brings Guests



Andree’ Brooks and Guest Juanita Prada Speaks About
BeholdBeGold

Membership Update

The Membership Committee is asking ALL club members to invite one guest
to at least one of the October meetings.  Help keep our club the largest service
club in the Valley! 

Calendars are Needed
 
2026 Calendars are needed for residents at the Salem V A. Please save all
those free calendars you receive in the mail and bring them to our meeting.
Deposit them in the box on the table near check in. Thank you for helping our
veterans! Andreé

Motivational Introspection: “The Power of One—The Strength of Us”
presented by Milton Hardy
 
As members of the Kiwanis Club, we often focus on what we do — the

https://www.gray.tv/


service projects, the fundraisers, the scholarships, and the smiles we bring to
the faces of children and families in our community. But every now and then,
it’s good to pause… to look beyond the tasks and ask ourselves why we do
what we do, and who we are becoming in the process.

Each of us came to Kiwanis with a heart to help, but over time, life’s demands
can make service feel like just another item on the calendar. Yet, if we take a
moment to reflect, we’ll remember that what we do is far more than charity
— it’s change. It’s leadership in action. It’s love with sleeves rolled up.

When one member volunteers, a seed is planted.
When a few members unite, a garden grows.
But when an entire club moves with one heart and one purpose —
communities are transformed.

Today, let’s remember that our power doesn’t come from position, title, or
even experience. It comes from compassion — the kind that refuses to look
away from a need. The kind that sees potential where others see problems.
The kind that knows one small act of kindness can echo for generations.

So as we serve, let’s not just ask, “What can I do?”
Let’s ask, “Who can I lift? Who can I inspire? Who can I empower today?”

Because together, we are more than a club — we are a movement. And every
great movement begins in the heart of one person who decided that doing
nothing was no longer an option.

Let us continue to serve with passion, lead with integrity, and believe that the
best is yet to come — not just for us, but for every life we touch.
 

Annual Lobster Sale

The Kiwanis Club of Lynchburg holds annual lobster sale, trucking live
lobsters from Maine for a pre-order fundraiser. This year the Roanoke Club
will join Lynchburg’s club in this fundraising event. We will have sign-up
sheets on the table and the coast will be $25 for a live lobster, $26 for cooked.
They will be delivered on November 8. The deadline for the orders will be
November 4th. This is a fundraiser for our club in that we get about $10 for
each lobster and that will go to our administration budget. Please write a



check to Kiwanis Club of Roanoke or pay $25 cash to Michael Franzese or
Joyce Montgomery.

Book Club

Thanks to everyone who joined us on October 8th for the monthly Book Club.
Thanks again to Mike Bell for hosting our group.  Our next meeting will be
on November 12th at 5:30 - Mike Bell has graciously agreed to host us again.
All are welcome to join and share a about a book you recently read. Please
contact Dave and Cheri Hartman for more information. 

Kiwanis Key Leader Program (see below) — registration is due by
October 31, 2025





Kiwanis Youth Protection Week 
 
Kiwanis Youth Protection Week is an important time to renew our
commitment to creating safe and supportive environments for all young
people involved in Kiwanis programs. Visit the Kiwanis Youth Protection
Week webpage here to access resources, training materials, and best practices
to help ensure we’re upholding the highest standards of youth safety and

https://www.kiwanis.org/who-we-are/youth-protection/youth-protection-week/


protection.



Roanoke Kiwanis Aktion Club Partnership

Kiwanis Aktion Club
Kiwanis Club of Roanoke

Blue Ridge Independent Living Center (BRILC)



History:
Formal Partnerships Created:
Kiwanis Club of Roanoke: 2010
Advisors/Hands-On Supervision
Blue Ridge Independent Living Center (BRILC): 2020
Meeting Location/Coordination
Clinical and Technical Expertise/Guidance
Hands-On Supervision

Operations and Funding:
Meeting Location: BRILC / Twice Per Month
Current Aktion Club Membership:
15 Adults (5 Female / 10 Male)
Advisors:
Kiwanis Club: 5
BRILC: 1
Annual Budget: Kiwanis Club of Roanoke
$4,700 (Meals, Supplies, Admissions, Misc.)

Outreach / Social Interaction / Empowerment:
Regular Twice-Monthly Meetings (Mondays, 9 AM–12:30 PM)
Occasional Kiwanis Club Lunch Meetings
Field Trips:
Art Museum
Putt Putt
Transportation Museum
Zoo / Discovery Center
Pinball Museum
Local Restaurants
Community Service Workdays:
Kiwanis Nature Park (Landscaping)
Local Greenways (Cleanups)
Second Helping (Merchandise Handling)
Kiwanis Pancake Day (Fundraising)

Ongoing Overall Goals / Challenges / Empowerment / Opportunities:
Social Group Interaction (Internally and Externally)
Personal Counseling (BRILC)
Realtime Accomplishments Through Diverse Service Activities



Personal Growth and Empowerment

BOARD MEETING BRIEFS (October 13)

Secretary-Treasurer John Montgomery noted that past Kiwanis Club of
Danville President Lee Vogler, who was the victim of a much-publicized,
serious burning incident in late July, continues to recover and is expected to
be discharged from the hospital well ahead of schedule. The Kiwanis Club of
Richmond, an outstanding club of comparable size and history to ours, and
with which we have a friendly competition, recently announced that it has
added 18 members within the past year and now has pulled into a virtual tie
with us.

A resignation from former board member Luke Young was accepted with
regret on motion from Lee Osborne, second by Jeanne Bollendorf. Luke is
moving, taking a new position in Spotsylvania County. A new member
application from Tom Bamford was approved on motion by David Hartman
(his club sponsor, along with co-sponsor Cheri Hartman), second from Jeff
Vick. Tom is retired and lives in downtown Roanoke. Our membership
continues at 146.

Board member and Strategic Planning Chair Bill Bestpitch (in absentia)
shared the current status report for the fourth quarter of 2024-25 which
showed that the respective committees exceeded goals on 21 KPIs. The
greatest concern is that we showed a decrease in membership for the year
when our goal was to increase by 5.

Based upon extensive work by our grants committee and other service and
administrative committee research, our budgets for 2025-26 were approved,
with instructions to evaluate and make necessary adjustments midway
through the year.

Jeff Vick informed us that Habitat for Humanity is seeking partners for up to
12 volunteers for a community project and he was instructed to come back to
the board with specific dates and opportunities. Chris Rouse reported that we
are looking into CKI opportunities at Hollins University, Roanoke College
and Virginia Western Community College. He will continue to keep us
apprised.

Mike McEvoy noted that we are eligible to apply once again for First Fridays



funding (a bi-annual occurrence) and he will see that our club’s application is
submitted.

--Joyce Montgomery

Meeting Recordings

Note that club meeting recordings can be found on our YouTube channel here.

Club Meeting Zoom Info

Here is the zoom link
Meeting ID: 817 8581 5453                Passcode: 102906

Please email any potential Kiwanian happenings by 7 pm on Monday to Alex
at abarge11@gmail.com.   

Please consider sharing this email with a friend!

Forward

Kiwanian Birthdays
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

October 2 -- Jenny Lee
October 6 -- John Edwards
October 8 -- Brooke Tolley

October 10 -- Valerie Brown
October 10 --  Eddie Smith

October 11 -- Frank Longaker
October 19 -- Lee Osborne

October 21 -- Don Witt
October 23 -- Kenny Brooks
October 25 -- Kevin Reeder

October 28 -- Rupert Cutler (92!)
October 31 -- Angela Paplomatas

https://www.youtube.com/@roanokekiwanis9555
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81785815453?pwd=Q3NQM00ySE9jdmErbDhhR3FUZVQ1dz09
mailto:abarge11@gmail.com?subject=Happenings
https://us5.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=feb23bd7d5ec0fb4751604440&id=a0f2784a11&e=19133775be
https://us5.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=feb23bd7d5ec0fb4751604440&id=a0f2784a11&e=19133775be


October 31 -- Michael Franzese
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