
               
President Clark Goodman Shares His Autobiography 

 
I came into this world with a literal bang! My parents were involved in a car wreck on
the way to the hospital with me. It was definitely a memorable day for them as it was
also Valentine’s Day. So instead of a box of chocolates, my mom got me. Mom and
Dad were North Carolina transplants, but I am a Virginia boy through and through. I
haven’t strayed too far from my first home here in Roanoke either. I built my house
on the adjacent lot where I grew up. I’m surrounded by two calm creeks, and a variety
of wildlife like deer, bear, and even bobcats. I was blessed to grow up in a rural area. I
loved the outdoors as a kid and I still do. I spent every moment outside that I could. I
rappelled, fished, climbed trees, went target shooting, skateboarded, walked to a
small swimming pool at the end of my street, camped, hiked, and rode dirt bikes. Dirt
bikes eventually gave way to motorcycles, which was a great love of my grandfather
and a strong connection between us. I am his namesake, and I got a lot of his
personality besides just his name. 

After graduating Cave Spring High School in 1993, I immediately joined the work force
with my first job at LeatherHaus. That’s where I found I loved sales and working with
people. Sales has brought a lot of diverse opportunities and lifelong friends. I’ve also
learned a lot about every product I’ve sold, from leather goods like boots and hats, to
mattresses, cars, Harley Davidsons, and even pest control chemicals and applications.
All these things have helped me connect with people and shown me how to best help
them and understand their needs. I attended Virginia Western for a time and
reconnected with a childhood friend I had known since the fifth grade. That friend is
now my wife of 22 years. I’m an avid reader and my favorite authors are Don Winslow
and Vince Flynn. I enjoy a lot of different genres, but I really get into action and
adventure thrillers.

Everybody knows it’s me driving up in my bright green Servpro Kia Soul. But there
was time when I drove something less practical and in my younger days, a lot of fun. 
I had a 1996 Harley Davidson Sportster, and later a 1999 Night Train. Also in those
days, I wore my hair in a long ponytail. Obviously, I wear it a lot shorter these days. I
tied the knot at 24, and my wife Becky and I like to say we have spent more time
together than we have single. Our blessings together include our miraculous
daughter, Victoria, and our home we built close to the ones we love most. 
(continue reading on page 6)
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S P R E A D  K I W A N I S  L I K E  C O N F E T T I



 
Join us Wednesday for our weekly meeting at 12:30PM
presented by Henri Gendreau, Editor-In Chief for The
Roanoke Rambler. This newspaper covers local news,
investigative reporting, and literary writing. For today's
presentation Gendreau will discuss the decline of local
news reporting and various news funding models that
are being used to continue providing local news for
the community.

Zoom Meeting Wednesday October 20 at 1230pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87350506342?

pwd=Q1Y4NWpGOXgwdlJwUU9iTjZ4LzJoQT09
Meeting ID: 873 5050 6342

 Passcode: 955308
 

One tap mobile +13017158592,, 87350506342
#,,,,,,0#,,955308# US (New York) 

Dial by your location +1 301 715 8592 US (DC)       
Meeting ID:  873 5050 6342

 Passcode: 955308
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This Week - A New Local Newspaper for Roanoke 

Wednesday's Menu: Pork Loin - 
Loaded Mashed Potatoes - Green Beans -
Salad - Rolls - Baked Apple Dessert

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85250064181?pwd=NXowSGcveVhIeDMrMk5sdFJnK25UQT09


OCTOBER 23, 2021 - HORTON CREEK CLEAN-UP
NEXT TO PLAYGROUND FROM 11AM-1PM,
ENJOY PIZZA AFTER

OCTOBER 27, 2021 - ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF
CLIMATE CHANGE - TODD SCHENK

NOVEMBER 2, 2021 - FUN COMMITTEE
MEETING @TWISTED TRACK BREWERY @5PM

NOVEMBER 3, 2021 - S.A.F.E KIDS - GINA
ROBERTS

NOVEMBER 6, 2021 - MILL MOUNTAIN PARK
CLEAN-UP, CHECK IN AT 815AM

IMPORTANT KIWANIS DATES

 
October 2 - 
Jenny Lee

 
October 6 - 

John Edwards
 

October 8 - 
Patrick Patterson

Brooke Tolley
 

October 10 - 
Eddie Smith

 
October 11 - 

Frank Longaker
 

October 12 - 
Sherry Dillon

 
October 16 - 

Roger Talmadge
 

October 19 - 
Lee Osborne

 
October 21 - 

Don Witt
 

October 23 - 
Kenny Brooks

 
October 25 - 
Kevin Reeder

 
October 28 - 

Rupert Cutler (88!)
 

October 31 - 
Angela Paplomatas (BOO!)
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Kiwanis Club of Lynchburg is hosting
their annual lobster fundraiser! They
have generously extended a discount to
our Club. These lobsters come from
Boothbay Harbor, Maine and can be
ordered cooked or raw. The discounted
price is $13.50/lobster (add $2.00 per
lobster if you want them cooked). Please
contact Don Witt to place an order NO
LATER THAN NOVEMBER 1. Don will also
provide info about how/when to pick up
your order.



                                                                       Last week we hosted a public input session
                                                                       to build neighborhood enthusiasm for the
                                                                       future Kiwanis Nature Park - it was a great
                                                                       crowd of 45 folks ranging in age from 10 to
                                                                       88! Dreaming a Nature Park - our Kiwanis
                                                                       project is a continuation of the Centennial
                                                                       playground, helping our club improve the
                                                                       quality of life in NW Roanoke by engendering
                                                                       a deeper connection with nature. We were
                                                                       joined by a coalition of community partners - 
 Melrose Library, Goodwill Industries, NAACP, Clean Valley Council, Roanoke City
Schools, Stormwater Management, and the Water Authority.

This week Kiwanians Walter Vance (Roanoke) 
and Charlie Overstreet (Salem) entertained 
our Phoenix Star Aktion Club with the annual 
Fish Fry. They caught, cleaned, and cooked 48 
trout. Kiwanis guests included Ben Spiker, 
Clark Goodman, Mike McEvoy, Mike Loveman, 
and Dan Chitwood. 100% of our 11 Aktion Club 
members attended. The fish fry is always one 
of the best days of our Aktion Club year. 

                                                                    Kiwanis Kares Assists Afghan Refugees -
                                                                    Volunteers are needed to help secure, prepare,
                                                                    and furnish an apartment for a newly arrived
                                                                    family. Assistance needed with shopping for
                                                                    household goods, hygiene items and food;
                                                                    delivering donations, moving furniture; creating
                                                                    a welcoming environment for a new family. If
                                                                    interested in helping please contact Wendy
                                                                    Mellenthin at wmellenthin@gmail.com
                                                                    The club is also collecting financial
contributions to purchase first aid kits and soccer balls for Afghan families. Our goal
is to raise $1,400, to contribute, please send a email John Montgomery and he will bill
you.

 Volunteering & Outreach 
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                                           Our Club's Environment Committee is hosting a Clean Up
                                           at Mill Mountain Park on Saturday, November 6th from
                                           9:00am to 10:30am. On site registration will begin at 8:15 at
                                           the picnic pavilion behind the main parking lot (the first one
                                           on the left). Food and beverages will be provided for
                                           participants. We will also provide trash bags and gloves. Feel
free to bring your own gloves or “grabbers”. And don't forget to invite a friend to join
us! We will be outside but will be following COVID protocols so if you are not
vaccinated, please wear a mask. Hand sanitizer will be available. To sign up  please
email Sam Lionberger at slionberger3@lionberger.com 

**The clean up is the same day as the Veteran’s Parade so our goal is to be finished
by 10:30 for those that want to attend the parade at 11:00
                                                                      

The Membership Committee 
would like to invite all interested 
members to join us as we kick off our Mentor Program. This program is a direct
result of new member feedback requesting to meet with individual members outside
of the regular Wednesday meeting time. This gives the new member, or any
member, the opportunity to get to know you better and ask questions about the line
of work you are/were in, what committees they may be interested in learning more
about, or just wanting to get to know you better as a person to connect with in the
Kiwanis club.

Engagement is crucial for new members to feel a sense of belonging, which improves
membership retention. All of our members are important part of the process. If you
would like to be on our mentor list, please contact Lois James at
lois@opxsolutionsllc.com or 540.467.6737. we will have a brief meeting to fully
explain the program and answer any questions you may have. We hope that MANY
of you will sign up for this meaningful program. It will not require a lot of your time
to share your wealth of knowledge with others and make a friend in the process! 

 Volunteering & Outreach 
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I say my daughter is a miracle not just because she is a unique and amazing young
lady, but because her life truly has a miraculous beginning. Born premature at 24
weeks, this tiny little girl weighed in at one pound nine ounces, and had no eyelashes
or fingernails. She was a little smaller than a Barbie doll. We tease her now she is a
100 times bigger. She showed me how even through tremendous hardship and
struggle, life has beauty and is a gift from the Lord. 

I do feel blessed. I do love the Lord and I talk freely about that with others. I was very
active in my church for many years before my mother-in-law fell ill and we focused
our attentions to assisting as we could with her care until her passing this last April.
She was a beautiful soul that truly made me feel like her own son, and her faith in
the Lord through her suffering strengthened my own faith. It should come as no
surprise that my involvement in my church included lots of cooking pancakes! We
made bi-yearly breakfast drives in the community, and I think everyone in Kiwanis
can attest to my ability with a spatula!

My daughter Victoria turned 18 this year, and if I had any hair left it would turning
grey. Eighteen is a dramatic year of change. She’s driving cars, going out with boys,
and preparing for college. She’s taking a huge piece of my heart with her. I do have
another baby at home that will occupy my time, my two-year-old Chihuahua,
Magnum. He will be sure to take full advantage of his daddy’s attention. I really do
have a soft spot for small animals, and this little guy is a lot of fun. Something else
you might not know about me is I love to cook, and my cooking extends beyond
pancakes! When my wife and I were dating, we would often pick out a recipe, bring
all the ingredients to one of our parents’ houses and cook together. I tease her that
she caught me with her lasagna, but it might be safe to say I caught her with my
grilled steaks. Cooking is a love my daughter has caught from us. We have a busy
kitchen in our house! Magnum gets involved, too, he likes to serve as quality control
supervisor and taste tester. 

I’m not a huge sports fan, but I love movies. My daughter likes to spend time with me
putting on a Marvel movie, and we share a love for superheroes and comics. With a
name like Clark, it’s kind of a given. In fact, as a kid I was pretty sure I wanted to grow
up to be a superhero. That’s where Kiwanis has helped me. I feel a sense of not only
greater purpose, but I see the impact we have on our community and in others’ lives,
and there is nothing more super than that. 

 President Clark's Autobiography Continued - 
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